Message

From: Groendyke, Todd [Groendyke. Todd@epa.gov]

Sent: 8/17/2020 11:15:42 AM

To: Taylor, Kevin [Taylor.Kevin@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: Urgent request re: Mass atmospheric release of toxics over Gainesville Florida - Please refer and respond

He is referring to news reports, see below.
Sincerely,

Todd Groendyke

Chief, Air Section 2

Air Enforcement Branch

Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Division
U.S. EPA Region 4

Tel: (404) 562-8262

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message and any attachments from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency may contain CONFIDENTIAL and
legally protected information. If you are not the addressee or intended recipient, please do not read, print, copy, use or disclose this
communication to others; also, please notify the sender by replying to this message, and then delete it from your system. Thank you.

From: Kemker, Carol <Kemker.Carol@epa.gov>

Sent: Friday, July 31, 2020 2:33 PM

To: Russo, Todd <Russo.Todd@epa.gov>; Groendyke, Todd <Groendyke. Todd@epa.gov>

Cc: Lamberth, Larry <Lamberth.Larry@epa.gov>; Palmer, Leif <Palmer.Leif@epa.gov>; Rubini, Suzanne
<Rubini.Suzanne@epa.gov>; Barrino, Reginald <Barrino.Reginald@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Urgent request re: Mass atmospheric release of toxics over Gainesville Florida - Please refer and respond

Todd,

Please have someone in AEB take lead in locking into this tip/complaint. Do we work with the Center of Excellence on
these types of investigations?

Thanks,
Carol

From: Starfield, Lawrence <Starfield.Lawrence@epa.gov>

Sent: Friday, July 31, 2020 12:46 PM

To: Kemker, Carol <Kemker.Carol@epa.gov>; Palmer, Leif <Palmer.Leif@epa.gov>

Cc: Kelley, Rosemarie <Kelley.Rosemarie @epa.gov>; Belser, Evan <Belser.Evan@epa.gov>; Koslow, Karin
<Koslow.Karin@epa.gov>; Shiffman, Cari <Shiffman.Cari@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Urgent request re: Mass atmospheric release of toxics over Gainesville Florida - Please refer and respond

Carol and Leif,
Carol and Leif,
Passing this on for your attention. Thanks.

Larry
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From: Mark Kane Goldstein, Ph.D.. Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) :

Sent: Friday, July 31, 2020 12:01 PM

To: Starfield, Lawrence <Starfield.Lawrence@epa.gov>

Subject: Urgent request re: Mass atmospheric release of toxics over Gainesville Florida - Please refer and respond

Dear Mr. Starfield,

As a former mayor-commissioner of Gainesville Florida, folks here
still contact me with reports of agency and industry wrongdoings.
I try to assist with the help of knowledgeable citizens and friends in
the local and national press.

The present atmospheric event has so far evaded all regional
disclosure and investigative reporters, so I am contacting you
requesting assistance.

This one is over our heads, literally. Would you kindly check the
reports below and refer to appropriate EPA staff for investigation
of this unexplained mass atmospheric release, now confirmed by
local and national observers in Gainesville and North Florida.

Thank you and your colleagues in advance for your service, your
assistance and contact regarding this matter of urgent concern

Mark Kane Goldstein
Gainesville, Florida

PRESS REPORT #1

~ July 27, 2020, 7:30 PM EDT

It was 12 miles wide, invisible to the naked eye and traveled across six counties to Florida's largest city. And it's still
. unclear who — or what — was responsible.
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The mysterious plume of methane, estimated to total 300 metric tons, was released north of Gainesville between May 2
and May 3, when it reached Jacksonville, according to Bluefield Technologies Inc., which analyzed data from the
European Space Agency’s Sentinel-5P satellite.

A global-warming agent that's 80 times more potent than carbon dioxide, methane has become a major source of
concern for environmentalists and climate-minded investors who are stepping up pressure on energy companies o curb
emissions of the gas from oil fields, pipelines, gas storage facilities and power plants. Satellite observations are
beginning to make those leaks more transparent. Last year, Montreal-based GHGSat Inc. identified a giant methane

cloud apparently from an oil and gas field in Turkmenistan, billing it the first discovery of an unknown industrial methane
release from space.
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About 300 metric tons of methane was released near Gainesville, Florida between May 2 and May 3, spreading beyond
Jacksonville

Source: Bluefield Technologies

“This capability means we no longer need to fight climate change blindfolded,” Yotam Ariel, the founder of Bluefield
said. “We now have a fool to directly see what was once invisible and channel resources to reduce emissions quickly
and effectively.”

The source of the Florida emission remains unknown, however. Its volume was equivalent to roughly 1% of total daily
emissions from the U.S. natural gas system in 2018, Stanford University professor Adam Brandt said. Its epicenter was
in Alachua County, according to Bluefield.

Staff at the Alachua County Environmental Protection Department “are unaware of any incidents that may have
contributed to methane emissions” on those dates, Stacie Greco, a coordinator at the agency, said in response to a
public records request. The county doesn’t have an air quality program and deferred reports of air emission violations to
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the state’s environmental agency. Alachua didn’t receive any reports of hazardous material spills on those days, she
said.

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection, which tracks emissions and issues air permits, said it's working to
track down the source of the release.

“This scale seems like an industrial facility, power plant, or gas compression or handling system,” said Brandt, who
studies methane emissions and called it “a significant leak.”

While the technology to spot leaks is improving, there can often be the challenge of pinpointing the perpetrator. There
aren’t many industrial facilities nearby and among the closest potential heavy-emitter candidates are a natural gas
pipeline system and power plants, public records show.

On April 24, Gainesville Regional Utilities requested an exemption for air permitting to replace a steam turbine generator
atits J.R. Kelly power plant, which is less than 12 miles south of the epicenter of the methane cloud. The request was
made because the switch would not result in an increase in usage or capacity of the plant, the utility said in a filing
made to with Florida Department of Environmental Protection filing in June. “Consequently, the proposed work does not
need an air construction permit to proceed,” GRU said.

GRU didn't disclose the date for replacing the turbine, but said it planned to file performance test reports for the project
on or after July 1, within 60 days of competing those tests.

At the southwestern rim of the plume, the utility owns two more power plants. The 471-megawatt Deerhaven Generating
Station has units running on natural gas and coal that began operating in 1972 tc 1996. Nearby is the 103-megawatt
Deerhaven Renewable Generating Station, which burns woody biomass.

Energy Transfer LP’s Florida Gas Transmission has natural gas pipelines circling the area where the methane was
detected and a compressor station north of the site. The company didn't report any planned or unplanned outages at
compressor station No. 16 in Bradford County, according to pipeline notices.

Weyerhauser Co., the Seattle-based forest products company, owns the land at the center of the May 2 methane
emissions event, said Christine Berish, development review manager for Alachua County’s Department of Growth. "We
don’t have any development projects in that area.”

GRU, Energy Transfer and Weyerhauser didn’t respond to requests for comment.

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-07-27/no-one-is-owning-up-to-releasing-cloud-of-methane-in-
florida?cmpid=BBD072820 QUS&utm medium=email&utm source=newsletter&utm term=200728&utm_ campaign=openameric
as&fbclid=lwARZMZ5e4cFMVKSAD3lgGyvrKevvlaykdG5uC4hydlny midUS3IWOXyug WvE

PRESS REPORT # 2.

Response from the Bluefield Tech company founder...GRU did not
return calls...and the local DEP says they know nothing about

it.. https://www.wcjb.com/2020/07/30/company-detects-
methane-emission-near-gainesville/
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